eire bill, may 5, 1938
In all my experience nothing has surprised more than that I
should have to stand here to-day and plead this argument against
a National Government and the Conservative Party. Well was it
said that c< the vicissitudes of politics are inexhaustible." We
have been told that this was settled after consultation with the
Chiefs of Staff. If it is true that they have recommended this
course as being free from danger, that they have raised no serious
objection, then I must say that they are advising contrary to the
whole weight of the expert opinion placed before the Government
which made the Irish Free State Treaty. We do not know, of
course, how the questions were put to these experts, and it is
evident that in these matters politics and Defence are inextricably
mingled together. Of course, if we accept the basis that we are
to have a friendly Ireland and that the ports will be in trustworthy
and competent hands, then the argument falls to the ground, but
to say that is to beg the whole question in dispute* What grounds
of experience have we for assuming that all will be well in the future ?
We are conceding rights, and we have no guarantees at all except
the hope and assertion that these rights will be replaced by
good-will. Obviously, if these ports, or any part of Ireland, fell into
the hands of an enemy Power, or if Southern Ireland became
herself an enemy Power, then the matter would pass into the region
of force, and if we possessed superior forces we should be able
to rectify the situation,
I am not going to argue, although it should not be excluded,
that these ports will fall into the hands of an enemy Power, There
is a great deal of substance in Mr. de Valera's declaration that
the Irish would resent the landing of any foreign power upon their
shores, and that their main desire would be to rid their country
from such an intrusion. But it seems to me that the danger which
has to be considered, and which ought not to be excluded, is that
Ireland might be neutral I have not been ^tble to form a clear
opinion of the exact juridical position of the Government of that
portion of Ireland called Southern Ireland, which is now called
Eire* That is a word which really has no application at the present
time, and I must say, even from the poiiart of view of the ordinary
uses of English, that it is not customary to quote a term in a foreign
language, a capital town, a geographical place, when there exists
a perfectly well-known English equivalent* It is usual to say
" Paris "—not " Paree."
But what guarantee have you that Southern Ireland, or the
Irish Republic as they claim to be—and you do not contradict
them—will not declare neutrality if we are engaged in war with

